Milé déti,

FrantiSek Skala je znamy ¢esky umélec. Tahle jeho velikd vystava
poprvé ukazuje obrazky, které namaloval a nakreslil hlavné do
détskych knizek. Jinak je ale také sochar, malif, fotograf, trochu

i architekt nebo basnik a hudebnik. Rad zpiva, hraje na kytaru

a na bubny a tancuje se svoji Zenou Evou, se kterou se zna

od Sestndcti let. Architekt je proto, Ze tfeba vytvoril dievény
domek pro déti v zahradé Anezského klastera Narodni galerie,
kam muUzete zajit na prochazku, nebo Prastdnek z velkého
dutého stromu, ktery je ted'v Kasarnach Karlin. Tam to maji
déti rady, protoze je tam nejvétsi piskovisté v Praze.

V Karliné Franti$ek vyrlstal. Rika, Ze v kladtere, protoze
Skolka, kam chodil, byla v té dobé udélana z byvalého klastera.
Jezdil na tfikolce kolem kostela na Karlinském namésti
a vzdycky néco nasel na zemi, s ¢im se dalo hrat. To mu zlstalo
dodnes. V jeho tasce se da najit pékné splaclé oSoupané vicko,
dratek nebo pirko a nékdy i sucha zabi noha. Je to tim, Ze se
cestou z prace nekouka do mobilu, ale kolem sebe. Tim padem
si v§ima spousty zajimavych véci, které pak mdze v té svoji
praci pouzit. Tak tfeba, kdyZ se na podzim barvi listky na kefich
a kazdy den jsou jiné, nasbira si ty nejhezCi, vylisuje a pak z té
nadhery nalepi stromy do ilustraci ke knize Zabi zdmek. Zrovna
se mu to totiz hodi. Kromé listl je tam tfeba taky okopirovana
prava zabi kiiZze nebo prava palac¢inka rano usmazena.

Zabizdmek | The Frog Castle, Jostein Gaarder

Dear Children,

FrantiSek Skala is a well-known Czech artist. This major
exhibition of his features the pictures he has painted and drawn
mainly for children’s books, which are to be seen all together
for the first time. However, Frantisek is also a sculptor, a painter,
a photographer, and a bit of an architect, as well as a poet and
a musician. He enjoys singing, playing guitar and drums, and
dancing with his wife Eva, whom he has known since he was 16.
He is an architect because, among other things, he has created
awooden house for children in the garden of the Convent of
Saint Agnes, where you can go for a walk, or the Oakstall (kiosk)
made out of a large, hollow tree that has now been placed in
the courtyard of the Karlin Barracks. Children like it because
the largest sandpit in Prague is there.

FrantiSek grew up in the Prague district of Karlin. He
claims that he grew up “in a monastery” because he attended
a kindergarten that was housed in a former monastery.

He rode his tricycle around the church on Karlin Square and
always found something on the ground to play with. This habit
has remained with him to this day. In his bag you can find
anicely flattened, scuffed jar lid, a piece of wire, a feather, and
sometimes even a dried frog’s leg. This is because on his way
home from work he does not look at his mobile phone, but
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FrantiskOv tatinek byl ilustrator détskych knizek, takze
mohl od mali¢ka sledovat, jak se to déla. Mél rad starozitné
prfedmeéty, a tak doma sedéli u obéda na zidlich, na kterych
pfedtim sedéli velmozi v Sestnactém stoleti. Kdyz ho
maly Frantik navstivil v ateliéru, tatinek otevrel truhlu a z ni
vytahoval turecké Savle, zdobené Stity a mece, pfrilbice
a dalsi nadhery, které se daji vidét jen v muzeu. FrantiSek by
si to rad pujcil a prisel se pochlubit do skoly takhle ozbrojen,
ale to mu tatinek nedovolil.

Do skoly pak chodil ve Strasnicich, a kdyz se z ni kazdy
den vratil, odhodil tasku a lital s klukama po ulicich,
prolézal kiovi, stavél bunkry a vymyslel kdejaké zabavné
nepravosti. Mél §tésti, protoZze mél kamarada, se kterym
celych pokoleni a armad ¢asto zni¢enych ohném a vodou.
A potom spolu zacali malovat a sochafit. Tesali hlavy
hiebikem z piskovcovych kamend. (Ten maly lev na vystave,
co vypada trochu jako zaba, je z té doby.)

Lev, piskovec, 13 let  Lion, sandstone, 13 years
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Prastanek — Kasarna Karlin [ Oakstall = Karlin Barracks, 2017

looks at what is around him. Thus he notices many interesting
things he can use in his work. For example, when the leaves on
the bushes change color in the fall and are different every day,
Frantisek picks up the most beautiful ones and presses them.
Out of this splendor came the trees glued into his illustrations
for the book Frog Castle. They suited his purpose at the time.
In addition to the leaves, the book contains a scan of real frog
skin, or of an actual pancake fried up that morning.

FrantiSek’s father was an illustrator of children’s books, so
from his childhood FrantiSek was able to watch how that was
done. His father liked antiques, so when the family sat down
for lunch at home it was on chairs that had belonged to 16t-
century noblemen. When little FrantiSek visited his father in
his studio, he could open a chest and pull out Turkish sabers,
decorated shields and swords, helmets and other beauties that
can only be seen in a museum. FrantiSek would have liked to
borrow them and, thus armed, go to school to show off, but his
father wouldn’t let him.

FrantiSek went to school in the Prague district of Strasnice,
and every day when coming home he would toss aside his
school bag and play with boys on the streets, crawling through
bushes, building bunkers and devising mischief. He was lucky
because he had a friend with whom he played in the garden,
in a sandpit, inventing an increasingly complex game involving
entire generations and armies who were often destroyed by
fire and water. Then they started painting and sculpting
together. They carved heads out of sandstone using just a nail.
(The little lion at the exhibition, which looks a bit like a frog,
is from that time.)

In high school, where FrantiSek learned to carve wood and
also some art history, he started to paint. (His first oil painting
is the motorcycle from the 8t grade.) At that time his favorite
painter was Hieronymus Bosch, a forerunner of the Surrealists,

who painted fish in the branches of trees and various scary scenes.

(The exhibition begins with these paintings on the 2" floor.)

Na stfedni Skole, kde se ucil vyfezavat ze dfeva a trochu
taky d&jiny uméni, uz ale za¢al malovat obrazy. (Prvni
malovany olejem je ta motorka z 8. tfidy.) Nejvic se mu v té
dobé libil Hieronymus Bosch, pfedchldce surrealistd, ktery
maloval ryby ve vétvich stromd a kdejaké hriizostragné
vyjevy. (Vystava zacina témito obrazy ve 2. patre.)

Potom studoval na vysoké skole, jak se déla kresleny
film, a jezdil s kamarady na prazdniny do Bulharska k mofi,
kde zili na pobrezi jako domorodci. Bavilo ho sbirat vyplavena
a morem omleta dreva a stavét chatrce. Tenhle zaZitek se
mu hodil pfi jeho diplomové praci po Sesti letech studia, kdy
musel udélat kratky film. Byl o ndmornikovi, ktery vzpomina
na svlj dim a svou Zenu na pevniné.

No, a pak uz mél najednou rodinu a déti a musel zacit
vydélavat penize. A protoze uz umél dobre kreslit, mohl to
délat tim, co ho bavi. Vyuéil se femeslo ilustratora. Napred
ho vyzkouseli na réznych prdrezech rybami nebo zemskym
povrchem a podmorskymi sopkami, a kdyz vidéli, Zze to
umi, mohl délat pohadky a vymyslet si rizné legrace. (Treba
véechny ty srandovni osoby z bramborovych radkd, které
pochoduji po napnuté niti ve vysce vasich oci.)

Neni nic hezéiho, nez si predstavovat rlizné rytire,
princezny s draky, Baby Jagy a ¢arodéje, co Ziji v hlubokych
lesich plnych straSidel a nadpfirozenych bytosti. Ale pak je
také umét nakreslit a vybarvit barvami, abychom se na to
mohli podivat a fict si, Ze se ndm to povedlo. A to vy, déti,

Zivot | Life, Jaroslav Drobnik a kol. [ et al

After that, Frantisek studied animated film at an academy
and during the holidays he traveled with his friends to Bulgaria
to the sea, where they lived on the coast like wild men. He
enjoyed collecting driftwood and building huts. This experience
came in handy during his thesis project, after six years of study,
when he had to deliver a short film. It was about a sailor who
reminisces about his house and his wife on the mainland.

Then, suddenly, he had his own family and his own children
and he had to start making money. Because he could draw
really well, he was able to earn his living doing what he liked to
do. He learned the craft of an illustrator. First he was tested
on whether he could draw various cross-sections of fish, or the
earth’s surface and submarine volcanoes, and when he proved
that he was able, then he was allowed to illustrate fairy tales
and make up various jokes. (Like all those funny people from
the potato rows who march along on a thread pulled taut at
eye level).

umite nejlip. V8echny déti si rady kresli a komu se povede
nezapomenout na tu radost, kdyZ vyroste a uz jenom kouka
do pocitace, ten je stastny.

Frantiskovi se to podafilo a pofad ma radost z toho, Ze
néco vytvofil. A to uz je pétinasobny déda. Porad si dokaze
vzpomenout, jak si u dédecka hral v jehli¢i a v kofenech pod
starym smrkem a mUze si proto vymyslet pribéhy Vlase a Brady
a nakreslit je do serialu, nebo si vyrobit loutky Cilka a Lidy
a stavét jim v lese domecky. Mlze s détmi stloukat ze dreva
autaky a pak je protahovat blatem a zapalovat, aby bylo
dobrodruzstvi. Pfedstavovat si obry na pobreZi, jak vylézaji
zmore a vyryt je jehlou do kovové desky, aby mohl mit, kdyz to
pak vytiskne, téch obrl vic na prodej a rozdavani kamaraddm.
Anebo mdZe chodit do starych lomd, sbirat tam barevné hliny
a malovat s nimi obrazy, jako to vidél pod skalnimi pfevisy
v Australii, kde jsou vyobrazena zvifata, kterad tam zila pfed
mnoha tisici lety.

Pohadky matky husy | Tales of Mother Goose, Charles Perrault

Frantisek,

and OTHER

Neznami predkové | Unknown Ancestors, 2019, pfirodni pigmenty [ natural pigments

There is nothing nicer than imagining various knights,
princesses with dragons, Baba Yagas and wizards living in deep
forests full of ghosts and supernatural beings. However, it is
nicer still when we can draw such creatures in color so we can
look at them and say, “We did it!” This is something you, children,
can do the best. All children like to draw, and the person who
manages not to forget this joy as an adult, when one has to look
mostly at a computer screen - that person will be happy.

FrantiSek has managed to do that, and it still makes him
happy when he has created something. He even has five grand-
children by now! He remembers how he played at his own
grandfather’s home, in the fallen needles in the roots of an old
spruce, and so he was able to tell the stories of Hair and Beard
and to draw them in a series, or make puppets of Cilek [Cecil]
and Lida and build houses for them in the woods. He can make
toy cars out of wood together with the children, driving them
through the mud and then letting them burn in order to have an
adventure. He can imagine giants on the shore climbing out of
the sea, and he can etch their image with a needle into a metal
plate and then make prints of it, so he can have more of those
giants to sell, or to give to friends. Or he can go to old quarries,
collect colored clay, and paint pictures with it, like those he saw
in Australia on the ceiling of a rock shelter, depicting animals
that lived there many thousands of years ago.
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