
 
 
 

 
 

Prague City Gallery is one of the most important galleries in the Czech Republic, which in its exhibition 

activity focuses in particular on modern and contemporary art. It collects, protects and professionally 

processes art collections of the City of Prague. Currently, the Prague City Gallery exhibits at seven 

venues: The Stone Bell House, Municipal Library – 2
nd

 floor, Colloredo-Mansfeld Palace, The House of 

Photography, Villa Bílek, Troja Château and František Bílek’s House in Chýnov. 

 

ÉNTOMOS: 

HULAČOVÁ–KERESZTES–JANOUŠEK 

 

21 November 2018 – 3 March 2019 

Prague City Gallery 

Colloredo-Mansfeld Palace, Karlova 2, Prague 1 

Open daily except for Monday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Exhibition Curator: Sandra Baborovská 

 
This exhibition presents two young sculptors who are rising Central European stars: the Czech artist Anna 

Hulačová and her Hungarian contemporary Zsófia Keresztes. Both develop the Surrealist tendencies that 

culminated in the 1930s, therefore the artists have invited František Janoušek (1890–1943), a prominent 

Czech Surrealist, as their “guest”. Janoušek’s 1935 illustration for Maeterlinck’s book The Life of the Bee is 

housed in the collections of the Prague City Gallery, and the name of the exhibition refers to the ancient 

Greek term “éntomos”, the plural of which, “éntoma”, was later used to mean “insects”. Both artists see in 

today’s environmental crisis, when bees and other insects are dying, the precursor of a manmade disaster. 

Zsófia Keresztes explores the theme of self-devouring and Anna Hulačová deals with the symbiosis of man 

and insects. Éntomos is their first joint exhibition. 

 

The name of the exhibition etymologically refers to the original ancient Greek term “éntomos”. Its translation 

into Latin as “insectum” was first mentioned in the writings of Pliny the Elder, Natural History. Pliny freely 

follows from Aristotle, who studied the unity of the soul of a “dissected insect” which lives further even if cut 

asunder. Éntomos in the original ancient Greek literally means “cut into sections” and in plural even 

“sacrifices offered to the gods”. 
 

Zsófia Keresztes and Anna Hulačová have created a new installation for the exhibition placed in the central 

room, reminiscent of the well-known triptych The Garden of Earthly Delights by Hieronymus Bosch (1503–

1504), whom Surrealists considered to be one of their predecessors. The bodies, in Zsófia Keresztes’s 

interpretation, cannibalize themselves. As she explains, “Their anatomy can be interpreted as the totems and 
mascots of a fictional 21st-century religion. These tools act as masks for rituals that help the users transfigure 
themselves into a different state of mind.” 
 

A certain religiosity is also contained in the oeuvre of Anna Hulačová. Two years ago she worked with linden 

wood and honeycombs; at present she makes sculptures of concrete and complements them with drawing in 

pencil. She refines and illustrates the raw material. Hulačová herself says about her sculptures, “There is an 
internal contradiction manifested by the material contrast between the contradictions of wet/dry, flat/curved, 
historical/futuristic, gentle/brutal.” Hulačová’s imaginary figures have faces that are usually covered by the 

masks that make up their characters. In the bodies of these organisms, whose forms are transformed into 

the form of a man, insect or plant, there are cavities where the organic substance lives: “It is the primary 
layer of life embodying nature, the basic essence within their bodies. Like a soul, an intangible element, 
which can be a kind of primitive DNA code,” Anna Hulačová summarizes her current production. 
 

These artists complement each other. Anna Hulačová’s art is earthier, more temperate in terms of color, 

often monochromatic and strongly related to nature in terms of the material chosen (wood, honeycombs, 

sand). Hulačová develops the classical figural tradition. On the other hand, the starting point of the 

Hungarian artist Zsófia Keresztes is virtual reality. She opts for multicolored glass mosaics in pastel hues 

which cover her amorphous creatures, androgynous avatars whose pink bodies are made of lightweight 

extruded polystyrene, like a skin. The avatars make their appearance as warriors who have come to life in 
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the real world. It is no accident that their name is derived from the Hindu term “avatāra”, representing the 

earthly incarnation of a deity. While Hulačová’s characters come from the real world, here the characters are 

transformed into different forms entirely. 
 

Zsófia Keresztes explores the theme of virtual cannibalism. Anna Hulačová deals primarily with the natural 

symbiosis of man and insects, which has degenerated as a result of ecological changes into “self-devouring” 

of mankind. Éntomos is the first joint exhibition where these two artists are meeting in person. 
 

Anna Hulačová (born 1984 in Sušice, Czechoslovakia) studied at the Academy of Fine Arts in Prague in the 

years 2006–2012. In 2016, she was a finalist of the Jindřich Chalupecký Award, and in 2017 she was named 

Artist of the Year in the Czech Republic. Recently she has presented her art at the Baltic Triennial in Vilnius, 

in the Palais de Tokyo in Paris and at her solo exhibition in London (Kunstraum Gallery). At present she 

exhibits at the Fondation Louis Vuitton in Paris. 
 

Her primarily figurative works embody an idiosyncratic aesthetics blurring boundaries between the past and 

the future, in which Surrealistic elements are combined with post-internet digital prints. The combination of 

natural and industrial materials in her work implies an intentional ambiguity, characterized by contrasting 

techniques and themes that stems from a certain attempt at reconciliation: how to redefine the meaning of 

figural art. 
 

Zsófia Keresztes (born 1985 in Budapest, Hungary) studied at the Hungarian University of Fine Arts in 

Budapest in the years 2004–2010. In 2017 she won the Esterházy Art Award. Not long ago she had her solo 

exhibition in Vienna (Gianni Manhattan). In Prague she exhibits for the third time (Karlin Studios, 

Meetfactory, UPM). 
 

Zsófia Keresztes’s works are reminiscent of totems, fountains or monuments to alien deities. Zsófia 

Keresztes is interested in how digital avatars can infest the reality and how a digital character can become 

incarnated in the real world. Their bodies can be interpreted both as their own enemies and allies at the 

same time. They demolish, consume and recreate themselves. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exhibition Curator: Sandra Baborovská 

Architect: Tomáš Džadoň 

Graphic Design: Studio Anymade 

 

Media Partners: Český rozhlas, Radio 1, ArtMap, Art&Antiques, protisedi.cz, XANTYPA, 

A2, Literární noviny, Flash Art 

 

Entrance Fee: CZK 60 full (adults) / CZK 30 reduced (students) / CZK 20 (senior citizens) 

 

Press Contact Person: Michaela Vrchotová, +420 725 818 721, vrchotova@ghmp.cz 

More Information: www.ghmp.cz, www.facebook.com/GHMP.cz 
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ACCOMPANYING PROGRAM 
 

Guided tours with the exhibition curator Sandra Baborovská and the artist Anna Hulačová 

Thursday, 17 January 2018, 6 p.m. 

Wednesday, 20 February 2019, 6 p.m. 
 

Saturday Art Workshops and thematic tours for schools 

Saturday, 16 February 2019, 1 – 6 p.m., Altars, Education Center, Colloredo-Mansfeld Palace 

Saturday, 2 March 2019, 1 – 6 p.m., Symbioses and Relationships, Education Center, Colloredo-Mansfeld 

Palace 
 

During the tours and creative responses, we will focus on the works of both artists and follow from the 

Surrealist artistic approaches. Thematically we will reflect ancient cultures and the premonition of human 

extinction as a result of human activity. We will touch on the current environmental crisis when bees and 

other insects die because the natural symbiosis has been destroyed by human activity. Through the 

combination of drawing, painting and spatial art made with beeswax, we will formally apply the motif of 

honeycomb – a perfect structural element. The theme of the inner space will be elaborated in small altars 

representing intimate boxes having a symbolic and spiritual character. Visually, our work will have the 

character of a colorful mosaic and employ wood and beeswax. We will also follow from the illustrations of 

František Janoušek, a prominent Czech Surrealist, to Maeterlinck’s book The Life of the Bee from 1935. 
 

Saturday workshops are intended for children, families with children and other interested parties of all ages, 

including the elderly and disadvantaged. The arrival and departure is optional – i.e., whenever within the 

scheduled time. 
 

Art Workshop for Adults and Senior Citizens 

Friday, 1 February 2019, 3 – 6 p.m., Surrealism as a Plastic Art I, Education Center, Colloredo-Mansfeld 

Palace 

Sunday, 3 February 2019, 3 – 6 p.m., Surrealism as a Plastic Art II, Education Center, Colloredo-Mansfeld 

Palace 
 

Within the art workshops we will respond to the artists’ sculptures. We will make reliefs using the traditional 

material of clay which we will cast in plaster molds. The participants will materialize their reflections in 

modeling or extrusion and printing of small objects. We will seek the inspiration for our own creative 

production in Surrealism or through the inspirational sources worked with by the artists. In reference to Anna 

Hulačová, we will deal with the themes of the symbiosis between man and insects, the laws of the life in the 

colonies of bees and ants as well as that of the solitary individuals such as mantis. In reference to Zsófia 

Keresztes, we will develop the themes of monuments to strange deities, the blending of the virtual and the 

real, and the amorphous creatures. During the art workshop we will focus on issues concerning the classical 

figurative tradition, futuristic tendencies, or transformation into various forms. 
 

Interactive tours of the exhibition for all types of schools and other age and interest groups with the 

possibility of subsequent creative response in the form of their own work. We adapt the events in terms of 

time, theme and performance levels according to the specific requirements of each school. 

 

Reservation required 

Price: Children under 10, students of art schools, teachers – CZK 5; children over 10 years CZK 20 
 

In addition to the above-mentioned events, there will be other educational activities for other target groups, 

such as the disadvantaged visitors and parents on maternity and/or parental leave and their children. 

 

Contact Person: Lucie Haškovcová, lucie.haskovcova@ghmp.cz, 606 612 987, 608 216 418 


